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Outline your unique story/project/program 

Club Menangle is based at Menangle Park. The site was first used as a galloping race track in the early 
1900’s. During World War I, the site became home to the Australian Light Horse as the men and horses 
trained in preparation for their overseas deployment. 

The Australian Light Horse is an iconic part of Australian history and also forms a very proud part of the 
history of the Macarthur district. 

With the site now being the home to Australia’s premier harness racing track, the Club felt the history of 
the Light Horse should be commemorated on the site which was used as a training ground. 

A meeting took place between the Club Management and members of the community that shared a 
passion for the history of the region. It was agreed that an event should be established to recognise the 
significance of the Australian Light Horse to both the history of the nation and the local area. 

The Club decided to establish an annual breakfast to commemorate the famous Battle of Beersheba. The 
first Breakfast was held in October 2014 and each year since. The fourth of these annual events was held on 
31 October 2017, the centenary of the Battle of Beersheba. 

At this event, the Club unveiled the Beersheba Commemorative Wall, which was built and funded by Club 
Menangle and proudly stands at the entrance to the main grandstand. The Club was proud to have His 
Excellency General The 

Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d), Governor of New South Wales and Air Chief Marshal Mark 
Binskin, AC, Chief off the Defence Force in attendance to unveil the wall. This permanent tribute to the 
Australian Light Horse includes the names of the 31 Australians killed at the Battle of Beersheba. 

In addition to fully funding and constructing the Beersheba Commemorative Wall on the Club Menangle 
site, the Club was also heavily involved in assisting Campbelltown City Council with their project to build the 
Light Horse Commemorative Wall, which now stands on the corner of the newly named Beersheba Drive, 
the road leading into the racetrack. In addition to assisting by sharing the many hours of research with 
Council the Club also donated $30,000 towards the cost of constructing this magnificent feature. 

The Club has also been a key player in the establishment of the 7th Light Horse Regiment AIF Menangle 
Historical Troop. This troop, appearing in full replica uniform and on horseback, takes part in numerous 
ceremonies throughout the region and state. 

The Club not only supported the establishment of the troop but have also been their major financial backer 
to ensure the regiment can continue to honour the Australian Light Horse and help educate our youth. 

As our expertise relates to conducting race meetings, management has worked very closely with Camden 
RSL Sub Branch and more recently The Office of Veterans Affairs to ensure that the Club ceremonies and 



commemorations are conducted in a respectful manner and follow all appropriate protocols. The Club has 
also conducted significant research into all aspects of this work and we are very proud of the compliments 
paid by military dignitaries. 

The Club spent many hours finding photographs relating to the Light Horse including many from the 
Menangle Park Training site. These were restored and beautifully framed and displayed at the Centenary 
Breakfast. These still remain on display at Club Menangle. 

The project has evolved over the past four years and whilst 2017 featured the Commemoration of the 
Centenary of the Battle of Beersheba the Club has now established an ongoing tribute to the Australian 
Light Horse and the role they played in the history of the Macarthur region and our national culture. 

 

Why was this story/project/program addressed as a priority? 

The Light Horse is an iconic part of Australian history and culture. The Club was concerned that as time goes 
by it is a part of our history that is being forgotten and without physical reminders it is difficult for younger 
members of the community to appreciate. 

The Club also felt a very special connection to the Light Horse as the race track was used as a Training 
Ground during World War I and World War II. 

Identifying the need to recognise this important part of our history was just the start. Putting this into 
action was a perfect example of people coming together around a common goal. The key players included 
two members of the management team, a Club Director and three passionate local members of the 
community. Three of these people had relatives from the local area that were part of the Australian Light 
Horse. As already mentioned, the race track was used as a Training Ground for the Light Horse so it was 
agreed that this was an important part of our local history that should be recognised on the very site where 
many of the men and horses began their journey. 

The very use of this site as a training ground is so typical of Australian history and culture. The idea of 
adapting to the needs of the time and everyone pitching in to help is exactly the role our Clubs play today. 
It is also a great connection between the cultural link throughout time between horses and humans. That 
connection of course remains today with the venue now home to Australasia’s premier harness racing 
track. 

From a strategic perspective, one of the five pillars of the Clubs Strategic Plan is Growing Community 
Togetherness. 

The goal is to be respected as a major contributor to, and partner with community stakeholders. 
Accordingly, the recognition of the history of harness racing, the local area and culture has been a priority 
for the Club. The Club has previously recognised our racing legends from Harold Park, the pioneering 
women in harness racing, the first fifty years of our greatest race, The Miracle Mile and most recently the 
role of indigenous drivers in our sport. The recognition of the role the Light Horse played in Australian 
history and the history of this Club continues the Clubs commitment to history and culture. 

The Club believes by establishing a variety of activities the recognition of the Light Horse will continue for 
future generations. The establishment of the Historical Troop in particular is a great way of getting the 
attention of children. They automatically ask questions and are learning an important part of our history 
without even realising. 

 



Tell us what resources contributed toward this story/project/program? 

There has been a significant financial input with the Club contributing over $120,000 towards the 
recognition of the Light Horse over the past four years. This has been made up of the cost of constructing 
the Beersheba Commemorative Wall, the contribution to the Campbelltown Council Wall on Menangle 
Road, the sponsoring of the 7th Light Horse Regiment Menangle Historical Troop and conducting the 
annual Beersheba Day Commemorative Breakfast. 

The Club has also contributed a great deal of time in establishing these tributes. As a harness racing club, 
our expertise is in conducting race meetings and events so it was vital that the correct protocols were 
followed to ensure all aspects were conducted in a respectful manner. This required many hours of 
research, with trips to the war museum, consultation with military experts and local historians and hours of 
looking for the appropriate photos. 

The assistance offered by the experts was outstanding as was the hours spent by our amazing volunteers. 
Len Carter is the Commanding Officer of the Historical Light Horse Troop and not only has he spent 
countless hours to ensure the troop is always presented perfectly when they parade but he also dedicated 
many hours of his time to ensure both the Club’s Memorial Wall and the Campbelltown Council Wall were 
correct to the finest detail. 

The Club also looks after the administration of the Historical Troop to ensure all regulatory matters are 
taken care of. 

This includes the assistance process for various grants, which continue to help the troop to parade at the 
many events around the region and state. 

The organising of the Battle of Beersheba Breakfast has been a major task ensuring a high calibre of 
speakers and once again ensuring all appropriate protocols are followed. The attendance of high profile 
guests including His Excellency General The Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d), Governor of New 
South Wales and Air Chief Marshal Mark Binskin, AC, Chief of the Defence Force is testament to the work 
that has gone into these events. 

 

How did the project/program meet the local community needs? 

The most obvious impact has been the participation of the 7th Light Horse Regiment AIF Menangle 
Historical Troop in the various ceremonies around the region. Until now there has not been a local 
Historical Light Horse Regiment. 

The Regiment has appeared at ANZAC Day Services, Australia Day Parades, Schools, Local Shows and of 
course the Annual Beersheba Day Breakfast hosted by Club Menangle. Each year tens of thousands of 
people are now able to see the Troop as part of these community events. In addition to the troopers in full 
military attire and the horses in replica gear, the Regiment also has an outstanding display that they take to 
these events, which enables the public, including children, to see and touch the equipment. 

The educational benefit of these opportunities is enormous. The Club hosted a Family Fun Day as part of 
Campbelltown’s Fishers Ghost Festival. The Historical Light Horse Troop attended and were one of the most 
popular attractions. It was the children that were most fascinated. It would not have been surprising if the 
combination of the very large horses and troopers in full military attire, including replica weapons, 
intimidated the children. Instead they wanted photos and had so many questions to ask. The passion of the 
children is the aspect that always gives Regiment Commander, Len Carter, the most satisfaction. 



Another measure of the success of the project has been the attendance at the Beersheba Day Breakfasts. 
This shows in both the number of people attending and the calibre of guests that have gone to such lengths 
to be there. 

As has previously been mentioned, the Centenary Breakfast was attended by His Excellency General The 
Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d), Governor of New South Wales and Air Chief Marshal Mark 
Binskin, AC, Chief of the Defence Force. 

In fact His Excellency has attended three of the four Breakfasts held and even apologised for not being able 
to attend the second Breakfast held in 2015. Just as pleasing as the support of the dignitaries is the support 
of the local high schools. Once again it shows the esteem in which the iconic Light Horse is held. 

The Club is proud to have established a permanent mark of respect to the Light Horse and the 31 fallen 
soldiers that lost their lives in the Battle of Beersheba. It is very pleasing to see the number of people that 
attend the race track and go out of their way to go and see the Beersheba Commemorative Wall and read 
the plaque that tells of its significance. 

The Club recently hosted a training clinic conducted by the Wests Tigers NRL team for local junior players. 
To see those children standing alongside their parents and reading the names of those soldiers who lost 
their lives is the perfect measure of the impact this project has had on the community. 

 

Do you have long-term plans/goals for this story/project/program? 

The long-term plans are for the recognition we have established to be ongoing. The Beersheba Day 
Breakfast is an annual event. The 2018 edition will be the fifth time the Club has hosted the event. 

The decision to build the Beersheba Commemorative Wall was to ensure their would always be a physical 
reminder to anyone attending the Club as to the role of the Australian Light Horse and as a mark of respect 
to the 31 Australians that lost their lives in that battle. This also provides a ceremonial point for the annual 
breakfast. 

The ongoing financial support of the 7th Light Horse Regiment AIF Menangle Historical Troop is arguably 
the most important of the initiatives. Only this week the Club supported an application by the Historical 
Troop for funding assistance to put together full regimental attire and equipment to make it more cost 
effective for new members to join the troop. 

The work undertaken by the Historical Troop acts as a constant reminder of the importance of the Light 
Horse in terms of the military role they played as well as their cultural significance. Whilst this is a reminder 
for older Australians, in many cases for younger Australians seeing the Historical Troop at these ceremonies 
would be their introduction to the Light Horse. What better way to get children interested in such an iconic 
part of our history than to see these men and women in their full military attire on these magnificently 
presented horses. 

The Club has also approved another project to make a permanent pictorial tribute to the Light Horse in the 
Club Menangle Museum Walkway. This tribute will join the existing tributes to the Harold Park Legends, 
The Pioneering Women of Harness Racing, The JC Caffyn Indigenous Drivers Wall and the First Fifty Years of 
the Miracle Mile. This tribute will be unveiled at the 2018 Beersheba Day Breakfast to be held on 31 
October. 


