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Outline your unique story/project/program 

WoodStockton came about from the previous year’s fundraising event. We had needed to replace one of 
our Bowling Greens and decided to put a stage on the Green and have live music all day. This was a massive 
success and raised money to assist with the project. The damage to the Green was not an issue as it was 
being dug up the following week. 

Due to the massive (positive) community feedback – we looked at how we could again do this and make it 
better. This time it was going to showcase local acts and bring the community together for a day of free 
music by the sea. The name came about as a hybrid of ‘Would Stockton host a music festival?’ and 
‘Woodstock’. We decided Stockton would….and could - WoodStockton was born! We had to firstly figure 
out how we could host this event and ensure we did not permanent damage to the Bowling Green but still 
let people feel the grass between their toes as they dance. The stage would be the biggest hurdle as would 
ensuring the patrons would be ‘sun safe’ and have enough shade. Both of these issues were overcome by 
creative use of the space and input from our Greens Staff. October long weekend was going to be or target 
and we selected the Saturday as the day. 

We next started liaising with local artists and bands to select the 7 bands for 8 hours of free music. We 
offered 45 min ‘sets’ to them with standard music set up of drums etc to be permanently on stage to 
minimise turn around and stop people getting bored. Once we had the line-up formalised, word got out 
and we were inundated by members and community as to what format the day would take. We were 
astounded by the level of interaction and interest. 

The day really was growing into a massive community event and people had asked about what time they 
could get here. 

We next tackled the sun shade issue by getting the local Surf Club on board with their tents and we lined 
the edges of the Greens with cover. Everything was now set and the festival of free music was ready. 

 

Why was this story/project/program addressed as a priority? 

The Club was concerned that as time goes Our local community were vocal as to having a festival of music 
after the previous year’s fund raising event was such a great day. 

 

Tell us what resources contributed toward this story/project/program? 

The local 'Musos Corner' supplied the Stage equipment as part of the support for the community. The local 
Surf Club supplied sun shelters and both Mens and Ladies Bowls Clubs volunteered as crowd marshals etc. 



 

How did the project/program meet the local community needs? 

It far exceeded what our community thought they were getting! They got over 8 hours of live music, free of 
charge. Everyone said we should charge an entry fee but that was not what it was for, it was to bring the 
community together to show them what we can together. 

 

Do you have long-term plans/goals for this story/project/program? 

Planning is already well underway for this year’s event. People are approaching the Club with suggestions!! 


