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Outline your unique story/project/program 

Sydney's Eastern Region clubs brought community together to raise $32,000 in support of local domestic 
violence related services for a second year in a row on 22 November 2017. 

As a result of club generosity in attending and participating in a fundraising dinner held at The Juniors 
Kingsford, a local domestic violence support service was able to fund a part-time domestic violence 
counsellor for two days per week and contribute to a shelter for women and children escaping domestic 
violence which opens in 2018. 

The night consisted of a moving Welcome to Country, an overview by local Superintendant Leanne 
McCusker, Women's Community Shelters CEO Annabelle Daniel, domestic violence specialist Vicki Johnson, 
live music, a moving account from a local domestic violence survivor and a live auction conducted by a local 
real estate agent. 

The following community leaders attended: 

• The Hon Matt Thistlethwaite, Federal Member for Kingsford Smith 
• Michael Daley, Member for Maroubra 
• Leanne McCusker NSW Police 
• Moo Baulch, CEO Domestic Violence NSW 
• Annabelle Daniel, CEO Women's Community Shelters 
• Uncle Vic Simms, local elder 

The following clubs participated: 

• The Juniors- provided venue free of charge 
• The Randwick Club 
• Coogee Diggers 
• Coogee Legion Club 
• Ramsgate RSL 
• Graphic Arts Club 
• Kingsgrove RSL 
• City Tatts 
• St Michaels Golf Club 
• Bonnie Doon Golf Club 

The following local community groups and businesses participated: 

• Bayside Council 
• Randwick Council 



• Safe Haven 
• Bendigo Bank 
• Westpac 
• Recruitment Edge 
• Rohrig 

 

Why was this story/project/program addressed as a priority? 

More than 50,000 women across Australia are homeless as a result of domestic violence and at least one 
woman per week is murdered by a current or former partner. Domestic violence accounts for 40 per cent 
of homicides in NSW according to Our Watch. Half of the women who seek refuge at a shelter are turned 
away every night. The combined health, administration, and social welfare costs of violence against women 
is estimated to be $21.7 billion per year. 

With an increased awareness of the issue, more women are reporting incidences of family violence to 
police and other agencies however there is a lack of funding to meet the volume of requests for 
counselling, accomodation, legal and other case work services. 

Domestic violence does not discriminate, in affluent local goverment areas such as Waverley, domestic 
violence incidences have increased in recent years. 

The project to address the lack of funding for local domestic violence services was led by Christina Curry in 
her role as patron of domestic violence counselling service, Safe Haven Projects. The board and CEO of the 
Randwick Club were highly supportive and encouraged other clubs in the region collaborate. 

Other local clubs quickly followed suite: The Juniors hosted the fundraiser free of charge two years running, 
Bonnie Doon Golf Club and Ramsgate RSL ran their own events in support of Bayside Women's Shelter and 
the clubs listed above generously attended (at a cost of $1000 per table) and contributed to raffles and 
auctions on the night. 

 

Tell us what resources contributed toward this story/project/program? 

Pulling the community fundraiser together required a great deal of planning and effort from all groups 
involved. The board of Bayside Women's Shelter along with its marketing subcommittee as well as 
management at Safe Haven Project played a key role in planning and promoting the fundraiser, working 
with the clubs and bringing together all community leaders and other groups involved. 

The Police shared statistics and successes, a local survivor and client came forward to tell her story, local 
businesses donated prizes and promoted the fundraiser on their shop fronts, clubs encouraged members 
and their guests to get involved through promotion in the club and social media and local, State and 
Federal Governments all gave their support to the cause. 

To access supporting materials, please use password: Bayside2017 

 

How did the project/program meet the local community needs? 

The $30, 000 provided two years running by local clubs allowed Safe Haven Projects to employ a part-time 
domestic violence counsellor for 2 days per week. 



Over the two year period, the Counsellor has been able to assist 75 families. 

Two case studies are attached to this submission. 

The $15,000 provided to Bayside Women's Shelter will contribute to their bottom line, ensuring they have 
adequate resources to provide accomondation to women and their children escaping domestic violence. 

 

Do you have long-term plans/goals for this story/project/program? 

Safe Haven Project will continue to provide domestic violence counselling services to locals affected by 
family violence and clubs will continue to provide their support through fundraising, ClubGRANTS and in 
kind support. 

Bayside Women's Shelter will open its doors in 2018 to provide short-term accomodation and support for 
women and their children escaping domestic violence. The shelter has been grateful for the continued 
generosity from clubs providing financial support, expertise and creating awareness. 


