WYONG GROUP DIGGING
DEEP FOR AMATEUR SPORT
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OUR STORY
Wyong Rugby League Club Group (WRLCG) aims to be
the leader in the encouragement and promotion of
amateur sport within its community. We have
continuously worked to promote, foster and develop the
game of Rugby League at junior, senior and school sport
levels. However, Rugby League is not the standalone
sport adopted by the WRLCG. We support a diverse range
of amateur sports comprising of over 22 sporting groups
including Athletics, AFL, Soccer, Water Polo, Lawn Bowls,
Surf Life Saving, Rugby Union, Hockey, Netball, Cricket,
Gridiron and Baseball, just to name a few.
Another of our larger investments in terms of time and
money is our support of Budgewoi Football Club which
has a sizeable Junior membership base. WRLCG strongly
believes in investing in our youth to create a more active
society which hopefully they will carry through to their
adult life. We also strongly believe in inclusion of all people
in sports and promote female participants in all sports not
just in those historically female dominated

In total, the WRLCG invests over $1.4 million
into amateur sport across our region.

WYONG RLFC JUNIORS
Wyong Rugby League Club had 529
registered junior players in 2016. 35
teams were fielded from Under 6's to Under
17's with the emphasis on enjoyment and
development. With lower numbers of 450 in
2014 and 447 players in 2015, a stronger
drive to obtain more numbers in 2016
obviously yielded great results. This
increase in registration verifies the
encouragement of amateur participation
instilled by the Wyong Rugby League Club
Group and the desire for junior players to
join our Club from a young age. Investing
over $140,000 into our juniors, WRLCG
believes that by fostering and promoting the
sport from a junior level, the level of
participation, core skill acquisition,
enjoyment and love for the game will
continue to develop right through their
senior years.
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President Wade Hupton said “The
progression of our kids on and off the
field is a result of their surroundings and
coaching staff”. With a greater emphasis
on developing coaches for every age
group, WRLCG has established a
support system which allows these
coaches to gain the tools they need to be
better coaches, and in turn, create better
players. Club Skipper Mitch Williams
stated, “These coaches are volunteers
and having a support system in place is
extremely important”. Williams along with
Head Coach Rip Taylor work very closely
with our junior coaches, helping them
instill not just the core skills but the core
values of WRLC as well, sequentially
building the foundations of what it means
to be a Wyong Roos player for these
volunteers to take back to their
respective sides.

ROOS ON THE ROAD
Our focus on junior development shines not only in
our own juniors, but our extension of this support to
over 20 local schools. Our Rugby League
Development Officer, Club Captain and Wyong
Junior, Mitch Williams dedicates his time off the field to
the development of young and emerging kids across
the Central Coast regardless of who they play for on
the weekend. Williams pays weekly visits to these
schools, running Rugby League skill clinics as well as
teaming up with our feeder club, The Sydney
Roosters, to run welfare and education and antibullying talks. Our affiliation with the Roosters gives
our young footballers the opportunity to get outside
and be active alongside some of the biggest names in
Rugby League, including Anthony Minichello, which is
certainly something we are proud to offer.

Williams has specific Rugby League
programs at two of our most local high
schools, Wadalba and Gorokan High. These
students, in years 7-10, work through a more
advanced training program which runs the
whole school year. Williams also assists by
coaching and refereeing at school carnivals.
The aim of these programs is to encourage
Rugby League participation in our local area,
whilst advocating our core values as a club
to those involved. This in turn assists with
recruitment and gives us the ability to field
more teams each year.

BUDGEWOI Football Club
Budgewoi Football Club (BFC)
had another successful year in
2016, with 512 registered
players and 46 teams, 37 of
these teams were juniors and
the other 9 seniors. BFC’s
partnership with the WRLCG
has proved beneficial for both
parties, as we work together to
continue to promote and foster
football development within our
region. BFC has its own
academy to assist amateur
players in their skill
development, providing them
the opportunity to improve their
skills with the support of their
own football club. BFC also
funds coaches through their
accreditation to progress a high
standard of coaching throughout
the club.

The WRLCG has invested over $60,000
into the 500+ registered players of BFC
and will continue to provide this support
for years to come. These funds also
assist in the maintenance of the firstclass grounds that Budgewoi have to
offer. BFC President, Frank Muller,
stated “If it wasn’t for the support of the
WRLCG, the club wouldn’t be the
pleasurable little club it is today” and “I
can only see the relationship between
the BFC and WRLCG getting stronger
and stronger, which in turn will benefit all
parties involved”

diversification
Rugby League and Soccer are typically viewed
more as sports played by male players. WRLCG
has a strong commitment to promoting sport to
all and thus have placed a strong focus on
involving females in all sports, starting with our
very own Wyong Roos and Budgewoi Soccer
Club. The group also supports two local AFL
Women's teams in the region along with multiple
netball, soccer & softball clubs.

2015 marked the start of this revolution at Wyong Rugby League Club with the introduction of
their Ladies’ League Tag Team. The squad started with 35 girls in 2015 and increased to 40
in 2016, fantastic numbers which make up more than a regular men’s side. WRLCG came on
board as a major sponsor for the Roos League Tag Team in 2015 to assist with the initial
development and structuring of the team, which has proved a beneficial decision for both
parties.

With the evolution of women’s sport in our country
continuing to grow, Budgewoi Football Club stands
as a very strong advocate with over 100 registered
female players, both junior and senior, in 2016.
These girls have the backing of the club, that is
continually working on ways to develop and foster
these players.

