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In 2015 we supported 15 sporting groups and around 2,400 
participants  including Kembla Joggers, Unanderra Hearts 
Junior Football Club, Wests Devils Junior and Senior Rugby 
League, Wests Illawarra Aquatic Club, Wests Illawarra 
Cardinals Baseball Club, Wests Illawarra Cricket Club, Wests 
Illawarra Fishing Club, Wests Illawarra Hockey Club, Wests 
Illawarra Netball Club, Wests Illawarra Senior Football Club, 
Wests Illawarra Snooker Club, Wests Illawarra Social Golf and 
Wests Illawarra Touch Football.

Our support helps to provide new equipment, ground hire and 
coaching/training for participants. 

In 2013 the club appointed a full-time Sports Liaison Officer, 
Leann Andrews, whose invaluable role since then includes 
making sure our junior sporting clubs have the support they 
need to function properly. Leann’s role includes assisting 
our sporting bodies with presentation and training days, 
communications, administrative tasks, brand alignment and 
obtaining additional sponsors to help them remain viable.

Leann’s appointment is unique in the Illawarra, and is invaluable 
to our sporting bodies that are run by volunteers. 

Wests Illawarra has a proud record of supporting local sport 
and producing outstanding athletes.

For example, our junior rugby league “nursery” has produced 
10 internationals from Bob Fulton to the Stewart brothers, 
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ENHANCING AND FOSTERING HEALTHY 
LIFESTYLES FOR THE ILLAWARRA.

Highlight #1

Sporting Bodies 

Wests Illawarra’s Sporting  
Liaison Officer Leann Andrews

ENHANCING AND FOSTERING HEALTHY 
LIFESTYLES FOR THE ILLAWARRA.

Sponsorship Amount
Wests Illawarra provided $500,000

People Assisted
15 sporting groups with around  

2,400 participants

Positive Outcomes. 
Providing funds, resources and equipment to foster amateur sport in the Illawarra region.



community // integrity // vibrancy // innovation // sustainability 02
Our Vision: To provide lifestyle options & facilities that enhance & benefit our community

Highlight #1

Sporting Bodies 

Brett and Glenn, our Cricket Club produced former Test open 
Phil Jaques and Wests Illawarra Aquatic Club produced the 
McKeon siblings, Emma and David, who are members of the 
Australian swimming team.

We look forward to producing more champions, but equally 
West Illawarra’s commitment to sport also has an important 
focus on providing healthy exercise and team sports 
experiences to all children, including those with disabilities.

Rugby League is our biggest junior participation sport with 
over 300 Wests Devils juniors and close to 200 Corrimal 
Cougars Juniors as part of the Aster Group. 

In 2015 Wests Devils First Grade Rugby League coach Jason 
Ryles – himself a product of the club’s junior system who 
went on to represent NSW and Australia – devoted a lot of 
time to fostering the talented youngsters in the club’s junior 
teams. Jason has joined the Melbourne Storm coaching staff 
for 2016, but his work with our juniors will be continued by his 
replacement Brett Kimmorley, who also represented NSW 
and Australia.

The Wests Illawarra Aquatic Club has seen a number of 
championship swimmers rise through their ranks, including 
Emma and David McKeon; who have both represented 
Australia at an international level. 

The funding that is provided to the Wests Illawarra Aquatic Club 
is used to provide a wide range of activities and experiences for 
our swimmers, from a beginner level, through to supporting 
Olympic and World Championship representatives from our 
Club. 

Our financial and in-kind support has allowed the Wests 
Illawarra Aquatic Club to implement and develop coaching 
programs and other initiatives such as nutrition and 
physiotherapy seminars to create a holistic approach to 
swimming for all members. 

Supporting Documentation:  
Letter Of Support - Wests Illawarra Sporting Bodies.pdf

Wests Devils 
Junior Rugby League

Bodies.pdf
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In 2015 Wests Illawarra provided $4,000 to support a five week 
Recreational Sports Program at Unanderra Public School – the 
third year that the club has supported this very worthwhile 
program.

Each year the program provides sporting opportunities for 
students whose families may otherwise struggle to provide. 
Wests Illawarra’s sponsorship pays for buses to transport the 
children to a variety of recreational sporting venues in the 
region, meaning the families just had to meet the cost of the 
venues – making the program much more affordable.  

Supporting Documentation:  
Letter of Support - Unanderra Public School.pdf
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Highlight #2

Unanderra Public School

Recreational Sports Program

Sponsorship Amount
Wests Illawarra provided $4,000

People Assisted
Average of 40 students per week

Positive Outcomes. 
Providing sporting opportunities and easing financial burden for families

School.pdf
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Fitness 4 All was introduced by The Disability Trust in 2015, 
with $25,000 financial support from Wests Illawarra. The 
program offers students with a disability aged 12-18 years the 
opportunity to participate in organised fitness sessions and 
learn the importance of regular exercise and nutrition.

The program started with 23 students at Corrimal High 
School, and has since been expanded to Kanahooka and Keira 
High Schools.

Corrimal High School teacher Josh Tier said: “The program 
has been a huge success with very positive results in regards 
to the commitment and improvement in fitness and nutrition 
knowledge of all participants. The school also noted an 
improvement in their behaviour as the students enjoyed the 
program that much that it was seen as a reward to attend 
each week.

“It was also an opportunity for the students to socialise outside 
of the school setting and follow instructions and discipline 
themselves to reach their potential. The new challenges they 
had to face each week gave them the confidence that they can 
achieve when they put their minds towards a goal. 

“We have students from a low-socio economic background 
who otherwise would not have the opportunity to access that 
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Highlight #3

Fitness 4 All Program

type of facility and personal trainers. All over a fantastic 

program with motivated instructors. I would highly 
recommend other schools utilising this program.”

Disability Trust Executive Manager, Organisational 
Development Matthew Martin said: “Fitness 4 All program is 
an extremely valuable program that provides students with 
an opportunity to partake in regular fitness sessions, learn 
the importance of exercising regularly and receiving good 
nutrition. Again, we are extremely grateful to Wests Illawarra 
for helping us to make this happen.”

Supporting Documentation:  
Letter Of Support - Fitness 4 All.pdf

Sponsorship Amount
Wests Illawarra contributed $25,000 to ensure 

that this program could start and run in 2015 
and 2016. 

People Assisted
25 children each week for two years across four 

high schools in the Illawarra

Positive Outcomes. 
Improving fitness and nutritional knowledge to students with a disability, enabling  

social inclusion and building confidence. 

All.pdf
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In 2015 Wests Illawarra once again supported the Wave FM 
Footy Boot Camp - a school holiday activity that gives junior 
Rugby League players the opportunity to be coached by some 
of the biggest names in the sport. This annual event is held 
at Unanderra Park, right across the road from Wests Illawarra.

The club sees enormous value in giving our local youngsters 
the opportunity to get out on the field, be healthy and train 
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with some of their greatest heroes. Wests Illawarra is very 

proud of the response from our two junior rugby league clubs 

to the Footy Boot Camp.

In 2015 the coaches included Shaun Timmins, Jamie Soward 

and former player and Channel 9 personality Darryl “The Big 

Marn” Brohman.

Highlight #4

WaveFM

Footy Boot Camp

Sponsorship Amount
Wests Illawarra provided $18,000

People Assisted 
809 children registered for the event, with 

Over 150 local Illawarra kids selected

Positive Outcomes. 
Encouraging active lifestyles and the opportunity to develop rugby 

 league skills with NRL legends. 


